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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER I ST, 1894.

THE BARRACK SCHOOLS INQUIRY.
V. BOARDING OUT.

THE Committee of Inquiry which Mr. Shaw Lefevre is now
appointing will be of value not so much in getting material
by which to compare rival theories on pauper education, as
for the collection of the ample experience already accums -

lated by individual efforts, charitable agencies, and official
action. One system which must be most carefully and im-
partially considered is that which is know as "boarding
out." For this system its advocates claim exceptional ad-
vantages. They argue that as the family is the natural
environment of the child, to take a State child and put it
into a family is to supply its every need in a way most con-

ducive to its health, growth, and happiness, and most in
accordance with the laws of Nature. Certainly the plan has
the advantage of simplicity. On an orphan child becoming
dependent on the rates, suitable foster parents are asked
to adopt it, and a small weekly payment from the rates is
regularly paid. A local committee is invited to exercise
control over its education, treatment, clothing, and the
general matters that affect its health; and the Local
Government Board supervises the whole, using as its
inspector a lady. Miss Mason's duty is to visit not only the

children in their foster parents' homes, but the school
teachers and the Committee, and, if need be, the doctor and
sanitary authorities. "According to my experience," she
reports to the Local Government Board, " boarding out is, if
well carried out, the best of systems; and, if badly, the

worst. "
Boarding out, like many other good things, originated

among the poor. It was a system that had its source in right
feeling rather than in hard thinking. In the year 1828 three
Protestant working men of Dublin on returning from a

friend's funeral met together to consult on how best they
could provide for his orphan children. A penny-a-week sub-
scription was'set on foot, to which they were the first con-

tributors; and with this humble sum of 3d. they commenced
operations, little thinking how largely their example would
be followed, and that their kindly effort to find a home for
their comrade's offspring would ultimately result in a com-
plicated system of Government inspection and Imperial
administration. From this effort sprang the Protestant
Orphan Society, which has now as many as thirty-four
branches, and lays claim to having educated and started in
life no fewer than 2,781 boys and girls. As the system was

begun in Ireland, it is not surprising to hear that it was
adopted by the Irish, 105 out of 163 of whose unions have
adopted boarding out as a method of upbringing their
juvenile paupers, a quarter of whom are thus dealt with;
with what result it is not easy to determine, as the Local
Government Board, in issuing a boarding-out order for
Ireland, forebore to encourage voluntary committees, thus
depriving the system of one of its most valuable adjuncts-
namely, the care, the supervision, and the affectionate
interest of ladies and gentlemen resident in the neighbour-
hood. Such visitors, as has been proved by experience in
the localities where they have been formed into committees,
not only look after the children while they are dependent on
their foster parents, but take a kindly interest in them in
after-life, and are able to produce facts which bear witness
to the success or failure of the system.
In a conference summoned by the Reformatory and Refuge

Union in Dublin, a good deal of contradictory evidence was
given on the success of boarding out in Ireland, due, doubt-
less, to the varied experience of the speakers, for this
system, the inherent value of which is its close relation of
individuals to individuals, can, unless the individuals be
suitably selected and carefully supervised, become a means
of legalising baby-farming and concealing private cruelties
and immoralities.
In Scotland boarding out is carried out far more exten-

sively than either in England or Ireland. The Scotch divide
their State-supported children into " orphans, " " deserted, "
and "Iseparated," the latter being "the offspring of either
paupers in the poorhouse or of persons maintaining them-
selves outside, whose consent to their children being thus
disposed of is required by law." The " separated " children,
however, do not form a large proportion of the whole
number boarded out-about 11 per cent. That the
Scotch show their usual caution in so dealing with children
of such parents no one will dispute after reading the follow-
ing " remarks " made in the Report of the Barony parish
authorities, on the parentage of the children which they volun-
tarily support out of the rates. The remarks are not selected
as referring to specially bad parents, but taken at random as
the book opened: " 'W. K., aged 12; S. K., aged 10; J. K.,
aged 5; father has been convicted of theft, and mother a
brothel keeper.' 'M. W., aged 13; C. W., aged 8; A. W.,
aged 6; mother dead, father and mother committed to
prison for cruelty.' 'M. D., aged 5; mother a prostitute,
four illegitimate children."' To take children from such
homes, even though it may cost shillings to the ratepayer
to-day, will save him.pounds but a few years later in prison
dues and casual-ward rates.
The success of the scheme in Scotland is almost pro-

verbial, but as it has not been submitted to the test of such
rigorous inspection as that given by Miss Mason, it is not
possible to compare it with boarding out as carried on in
England. Indeed, those advocates who would claim for it
freedom from all evils usually connected with the pauper
class would do well to study some of the visitors' reports, and
-query not the system itself, but the standard adopted which
allows the children to be housed under such a roof, as the re-
port of the visitors made to the Barony parish guardians
states that of Mrs. McEachran to be, " the thatch of her
house is rapidly acquiring all the properties of good manure,
and, like a sponge, retains all the moisture that comes
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near it." Another, "Miss M'Niven's house," in which four
children, aged 15, 5, 12, and 6 were boarded, is reported to
"have every evidence of being damp, and although they had
got a new floor put in, there was- nothing done for removing
the damp so far as we could learn. Two of the little ones
had colds. Cod-liver oil and flannels were needed for this
house." As these visitors should know, if they were at all
competent for their work, " cod-liver oil and flannels" are
but inadequate weapons with which to fight the crop of
evils, both hygienic and economic, that are bred in a damp
house. It can hardly also be considered satisfactory, as the
visitors report, that one boy, aged 12, "absents himself every
day from morning till night, and although we inquired
where he got his dinner we could not discover, and so had to
conclude that he provided these kind of things for himself.
This boy seems tobe able to paddle his own canoe." Of the
parentage of this little boy we learn bad things, for in the
language of the report the "mother is of cruel and careless
habits; starved the children; father dead."
To eradicate tendencies such as are here evidently in-

herited requires not, we venture to think, that the boy
should be removed from a close court in Glasgow, and
placed among the breezes of the island of Islay, but that he
should be put under careful supervision and such discipline
as would tend towards the control of vagrant and idle habits,
which are evidently more potent in his life than the physical
demands for food. That this report was written by a man
it does not require the signature to assure us. A woman
inspector would have taken the boys' side into consideration,
and discussed the position with mbre thoroughness and
sympathy.
Economic doctrinaires will be prepared to denounce the

Scotch method of removing children from their parents as
likely to encourage carelessness, desertion, and vice, but it
is stated that the system has not so resulted. Mr. George
Greig, an authority on boarding out, and an inspector to the
city parish of Edinburgh, writes on this point, with the
intent to prove that the removal of the children from vicious
parents tends to their reform " I have returned children
to sober mothers and clean comfortable homes." That the
hope of regaining the care of their children can be
used as an elevating influence on their parents is in itself
an economic gain-but in cases where the children are not
reclaimed by their relations, the State is often relieved of
them. If once the bonds of affection exist between the
children and their foster parents, the elders give far more
than they demand of the Board. In times of 'sickne6s,
through long periods of slackness, during terms of mis-
fortune, when, had the child been brought up in the barrack
school, he could have had no other refuge but the workhouse,
the foster parent's home becomes, as it has been for the
years of his childhood, his home. Thus the rates are saved,
and the gain to the community of examples of friendship,
fidelity, and good feeling is one of still greater importance.
" It is a rare thing for either a boy or girl "-when brought
up as boarders-out-" to become chargeable to the parish in
after-life, which is not the case as to children brought up in
the hospital in town,"that is, in a barrack school. Thesewords
came from a Scotch report on boarding-out, and can be
further borne out by statistics. Mr. Loch's able paper, read
before the British Association at Oxford the other day,
ahcwed that pauperism is decreasing all over the kingdom.

The Scotch claim that this is specially true of Scotland, and
the advocates of boarding out assert that the fact is largely
due to the extent that their system is adopted. Anyhow
the fact remains that in Scotland the percentage of popula-
tion to pauperism was 2.4, while in England and Wales on
the same calculation and on the same date it was 3.1.

THE Local Government Board has ordered an inquiry into
certain charges against the late master of Poplar Workhouse,
pending which consent is refused to the granting of a pension
of £130 per annum awarded by the local board of guardians.

WE understand that Mr. Henry Power, who has been
Ophthalmic Surgeon to St. Bartholomew's Hospital for
twenty-five years, and Lecturer of Ophthalmic Surgery, will
shortly retire from these offices.

A NUMBER of leading residents of Tokio and Yokohama
are preparing to give a congratulatory dinner to Professors
Kitasato and Aoyama upon their return from Hong Kong.
The local physicians are preparing a reception in their
honour.

IT is with great regret that we record the death in
Trinidad, from fever, on August 24th, of Dr. Beavan Rake,
who for many years occupied the post of superintendent of
the Government Leper Asylum in that colony. Dr. Rake,
who had given much attention to the study of leprosy, was
a member of the Special Commission appointed to inquire
into the prevalence of the disease in India.

AT Newquay the water supply to the lower levels of the
town is now reported as being adequate. Phillack Local
Board, says the Plymouth Western lVews, appears to be still
oblivious of the fact that one of the prime necessities of life
is an adequate supply of pure water. The medical officer has
reported that one of its public wells is worse contaminated
than ever, and still the recommendation of the Local
Government Board to the Local Board to call in an engineer
is not attended to.

THE names of the following gentlemen are mentioned in
connection with the medical membership of the new Local
Government Board for Scotland Sir James Russell, Lord
Provost of Edinburgh; Dr. Russell, the chief medical
officer for Glasgow; Dr. Campbell Munro, of the Renfrew-
shire County Council; Dr. John C. MeVail, of the Dum
bartonshire County Council; and Dr. M'Lintock, of the
Lanarkshire County Council.

GIFT OF A CONVALESCENT HOME FOR CHILDREN.
WE are informed that a munificent donation has been made
by Mr. Yarrow, the well-known torpedo boat builder, of a
sum which will amount to at least £120,000 for the erection
of a convalescent children's hospital at Broadstairs. This
institution, which is being quietly erected by Mr. Yarrow,
will, if his wish be respected, not even, we believe, bear his
name. The plans for it are being furnished and the details
superintended, also as a labour of love, by Mr. Barrow
Emanuel, tbe architect of the City of London School on the
Embankment.

BRITISH INSTITUTE OF PREVENTIVE MEDICINE.
THE trustees of the late Mr. Richard Berridge have, with
the consent of the Attorney-General, now handed over to
the Institute the residue of the legacy, amounting to over
£20,000, for the purpose of building and endowing a labora-
tory for the chemical and bacteriological examination of
water supply and the investigation of processes of sewage
purification. The permanent laboratory is now in course of
erection on the site secured by the Institute at Chelsea, but
pending its completion a temporary laboratory has- been.
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fitted up in order that the work may be at once proceeded
with. Mr. Joseph Lunt. B. Sc., F.C. S., formerly assistant to
Sir Henry Roscoe, has been appointed by the Institute to
carry on this work under the Director's supervision. The
Institute is now prepared to undertake the bacteriological
and chemical examination of any samples of water which
may be submitted. In addition to this the Institute
is also prepared to undertake the bacteriological or
pathological diagnosis of any pathological material.
The demand for this kind of work has greatly increased,
so much so, that although Dr. Ruffer will still
retain charge of this department, a specially trained
bacteriologist has been appointed to work under his direc-
tion. Particulars may be obtained by writing to the
Director at the temporary offices, 101, Great Russell Street,
London, W.C.

THE SICK POOR IN PROVINCIAL WORKHOUSES:
LISKEARD.

AT Liskeard there is not even a cottage hospital, so that the
sick poor who are not sent to a distance for treatment, or
nursed in their own homes, must all come to the workhouse
infirmary. Nothing, however, approaching hospital treat-
ment awaits them there. The building is old and totally
unsuited, according to the report of our Commissioner, for
the treatment of the sick. It may, perhaps, be urged that
it is hardly fair to judge of the normal condition of the
place from the appearance it presented when undergoing a
thorough cleaning. Yet the haphazard nature of the treat-
ment of the sick in our remoter workhouse infirmaries can
hardly be better exemplified than by the fact that white-
washers and cleaners carry on their operations in the room
where a patient lies, the dust of years being swept down
from an unceiled roof on to the quilts of beds where other
patients, well enough to be up, are yet to sleep that night.
We get another glimpse into a common difficulty arising
from the use of pauper help, in the matron's complaint of
the lack of able-bodied people in the house. It might be con-
sidered rather a subject of rejoicing, but, since their absence
xeducds the staff of assistants of all sorts to the imbeciles,
the matron's position becomes intelligible. There is a
trained nurse, but the infirmary being licensed for fifty-four
patients, it is obvious that she must relegate a great part
of what are properly her duties to the inefficient pauper
helps. The report shows numberless instances of a curious
ignorance of, or indifference to, many modern arrangements
for the comfort of the sick or the efficiency of their attend-
ants. The labour bed, for example, is a four-poster, and it
is placed against the wall; the screens are so cumbersome
that they are rarely used; there is no hot water, except what
is heated in and baled out from a copper; in the nursery, a
large bare room, which was formerly divided into two by a
partition, the half which is paved with stone is chosen for
use. Will any say that these are small matters? Each
taken alone might perhaps be unimportant, but we contend
that, taken together, they show an utter absence of that
organisation and skill which should go to the management
of any place devoted to the care of half a hundred sick
people.

UNIVERSITY HALL, EDINBURGH.
THERE is nothing in the Scotch Universities akin to the
social life of the English Universities, and of late years a
leeling has grown that this blot should be removed in such
way as was possible. It is due to the praiseworthy energy
of Professor Patrick Geddes, of Dundee University College,
that Edinburgh now possesses, in what has been named
'University Hall, a completely equipped social residence
for students, graduates, and others connected with the
University. Although the movement is only seven years
old, there is now accommodation for forty-five men.
Several buildings, all within short distances of the

University, have been exploited to this end. Each house
includes a common sptting-room, common dining-room,
private studies, bedrooms, and combined bedrooms and
studies. The rents vary from 7s. 6d. to 16s., and some
few more luxurious rooms run up to 22s. 6d.
per week. The charges for coal and gas are met out of the
common fund. Arrangements have been made for the
introduction of electric light; this will be an accomplished
fact in October next, when the city supply is turned on.
There is a consulting committee to act along with Professor
Geddes in managing the external affairs. The internal
arrangement is a scheme of self-government through a com-
mittee of the residents elected monthly. There is a house
treasurer, who is the intermediary between the men and the
housekeeper. All complaints are made to this house
treasurer, and not to the servants personally. The
arrangements for meals are the3e: Breakfast, 7.45
to 10; luncheon, 12 to 2.30; afternoon tea, 4.15;
dinner, 6.30; and supper from 9 onwards. The
board last summer cost about ils. 9d. per week. Beer
is supplied at the modest charge of one penny per glass.
Rather more than three-fourths of the men living in the
various houses last summer were medical students or
graduates. For it is one of the important features of Uni-
versity Hall that several distinguished graduates of medi-
cine live in the place and do their utmost to help, en-
courage, and stimulate their juniors. Farther, some of
these gentlemen are prepared for moderate fees to undertake
the supervision and coaching of the younger men. Admission
to University Hall is by no means lax. Applicants must
produce two references from present or past residents. These
applications are considered in order, laid before a house
meeting and voted on. Similarly by a majority of votes a
man may be turned out of the house for ethical rVsons.Thus parents may look upon University Hall as a most
desirable resideace for their sons. In all disputed points
Professor Geddes is the referee, but he is most anxious to
avoid interfering with the working of the establishment.
There is a most excellent rent treasurer in the person of Dr.
Riccardo Stephens, who will give any information desired.
At homes, private theatricals, and other entertainments are
held from time to time.

THE ALLEGED " NEW ELEMENT."
WHATEVER may be the ultimate verdict of chemists,
whether it be that a new element or new form of
nitrogen has been discovered in the atmosphere, or
whether the verdict may be, as we fear, that a sad
blunder has been committed, the method of announcement
was most unhappy. On Monday, August 13th, at half-past
ten o'clock, the Chemical Section of the British Association
met in Oxford ostensibly for the purpose of hearing and
discussing ten papers, the titles of whichhad been announced
in the Journal issued at eight o'clock the same morning.
The business of the section having been in that manner
provided for, the Chemical Section soon betook itself to the
consideration of a matter which was not in the official pro-
gramme, and which turned out to be the announce-
ment of "the great discovery of a new element or
new gas alleged to exist in considerable proportion
in the atmosphere." One of the consequences of this
extraordinary proceeding was that there was no ade-
quate discussion in the Chemical Section, and that
a manifestly exaggerated importance was at once assigned
to the preliminary announcement, and that to a certain
extent the public has been misled. The experimental
results appear to be as follows. Lord Rayleigh, who had
been making a series of very careful specific gravity deter-
minations, had noticed that the specific gravity of the
nitrogen of the atmosphere is very slightly higher than the
specific gravity of nitrogen obtained from other sources.
Lord Rayleigh thereupon conjectured that the reason of the
difference was that atmospheric nitrogen contained minute
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quantities of somegas heavierthan nitrogen. Working on this
iypothesis, he proceeded to oxidise the nitrogen by the well-
known method of passing electric sparks through a mixturerof that gas with oxygen, and obtained a small quantity of
residual gas the density of which was greater than nitrogen.
The proportion of this residue seems to have been very
small-apparently only 2 or 3 parts in 1,000 volumes of air.
Next Professor cRamsay passes 'air over heated metallic
magnesium, which causes absorption of both oxygen and
nitrogen, and a residue of about 1 per cent. is left behind.
This residual gas is found to be rather less than one and
a-half times as heavy as nitrogen. On the strength of these
experiments, supplemented by a very problematical spectro-
scopic observation, the conclusion is jumped at that the
atmosphere contains about 1 per cent. of either a new ele-
ment, or else that there is that amount of condensed nitrogen
in the atmosphere. Official management having burked dis-
cuesion in the Section, criticism makes itself heard through
the public press. Professor Dewar has published two
letters on the subject. In the second of these letters the
following passage occurs: yTheinference is that the new
substance is being manufactured by the respective experi-
menters, and not separated, as they imagine, from the ordi-
nary air." Another chemist, Professor Wanklyn, points
,out that everything hitherto observed may be accounted for
without assuming either the existence of a new element or
even a new compound, and that the presence of -nitrous
oxide, which is extremely probable, explains everything. A
mixture of nitrogen and nitrous oxide is very inert, and to
operators in a hurry would be likely to appear more inert
even than nitrogen itself.

A NEW DANGER.
HAMLET rudely reminds Ophelia that while God has given
ladies one face they insist of making themselves another.
He sayshe has heard of their paintings, but he makes no

allusion to their teeth, and we are willing to believe that
Ophelia's were the gift of Nature. Had she lived in the
present day the chances are that they would have been the
handiwork of the dentist, and Hamlet might possibly have
learnt the fact to his cost. A. young lady of New Jersey was

recently kissed by her lover with such Swinburnian fervour
that the gold filling fell out of one of her teeth. The un-
gallant swain seems to have been unwilting to pay for the
necessary repairs. The result is that the engagement has
been broken off, and Chloe is suing Strephon for the value
of her damaged tooth. This case adds a fresh terror to love
making in these days of breach of promise and of our

particular prottg4, the bacillus basii, and it opens up a

rich vein of legal questions of a novel kind. If Angelina's
maiden blushes come off on Edwin's cheek, is the
latter liable for the cost of their reproduction? If a

deviated septum which has (to use the words of
Theophile Gautier) altered the intention ofthe fair one's
nose to be Greek has been rectified by surgical art, is the
enamoured wooer liable for the amount of the fee if the
structure gives way under the ardour of his embrace-? Truly
iP this be the law the man whose fancy lightly turns to
thoughts of love might, as Touchstone says," If he were of a

fearful heart, stagger in this attempt." At any rate, before
sporting with Amaryllis in the shade it would be well for
the lover to make sure that one of her eyes is not made of
glass, and before playing with the tangles of Nerera's hair it
would be prudent for him to satisfy himself that it is not
detachable.

THE WORKHOUSE INFIRMARY NURSING ASSOCIA-
TION.

THE Bedford Guardians, and even the Local Government
Board Inspector present at a recent meeting, having
apparently misunderstood the function of the Workhouse
Infirmary Nursing Association, the officials of the latter

have addressed a letter to the Bedford newspapers, setting
forth the objects of their work, and the methods by which
they are accomplished. They especially wish to make it
clear that in retaining their control over the nurses after
they have accepted service with the guardians, their aim is
by no means to interfere in any way between them and their
employers, but to insure that nurses trained and sent out by
them shall not throw up their engagements on first contact
with workhouse life. The nurses' training is of necessity
obtained either at a completely equipped hospital or at one
of the better kind of workhouse infirmaries. But the Asso-
ciation which pays for this training is essentially a
missionary body, and although many of the best in-
firmaries retain their connection with it, its best work is
done in supplying trained nurses to places where the sur-
roundings are by no means pleasant or helpful, where
workhouse influence is still rampant, and where good nurs-
ing can be done only with considerable difficulty. Under
these circumstances, the tendency of a nurse trained amid
surroundings so much more encouraging is at the first
rebuff to throw up the task in despair, and it has in many
cases been only by aid of the fact that the nurse is tied to
the Association that she has been kept to her post, and that
the back of the difficulty has been broken. There are many
pleasanter paths open to a well-trained nurse than struggling
with the dead incubus of Poor-law officialism; and but for
the influence of the Workhouse Nursing Association, the
tendency of self-interest would be to restrict thechoice of
the guardians to the residuum of the profession. Until we
can arrive at a much stricter definition of the term" a trained
nurse" than obtains at present, guardians will find it much
safer to call in the aid of an Association which will both
train and supervise its nurses than to trust to what will
turn up in answer to an advertisement.

ANTIVACCINATION FALSEHOODS.
WE have received acircular letter of invitation, which is
beingwidelydistributed, toademonstration to be held "under
the auspices of the.London Society for the Abolition
of Compulsory Vaccination," at Mile End, on September 4th.
The following data are given as regards Leicester in
respect of the small-pox outbreak of 1892-93:

Per Million Living.
The death rate from small-pox of the revaccinated was ... 270

vaccinated ... 159
non-vaccinated ... 109 only.

These data are absolutely and scandalously false and mis-
leading. There were no deaths in the period stated among" revaccinated" persons. We fail to see, therefore, how
there can be alleged a death-rate at all, muchless 270 deaths
per million in "revaccinated" individuals. The deaths
among the"non-vaccinated" to give the above rate have
here been taken on the whole population over 10 years of age,
and those on the"'vaccinated" on the population under
10 years of age. The results are perfectly absurd, and once
more wilfully misleading. In regard to the further fabri-
cated falsehoods as to Leicester, as a matter of fact the
death-rates per million of the three classes, on the total esti-
mated population of Leicester in 1893, were as follows

Revaccinated ... ... 0.0 per million.
Vaccinated ... ... 5.4
Non-vaccinated ... ... ... 102.7,.

The circular goes on to show that the infantile death-rate in
Mile End in 1893 was below that of London as a whole.
What has that to do with the matter at issue? What of
Portland Town, Lisson Grove, and Mr. Wynter Blyth's
demonstrations of the need and value of vaccination?

QUESTIONABLE WATER SUPPLY.
AT the monthly meeting of the Paignton Local Board, Dr.
Vickers concluded his report for the month with the follow-
ing remarks upon the water supply:" Several inspections
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have been made, and I would strongly advise the board, now
that there is a probability of the large reservoir being pro-
ceeded with, to carry the town water supply to Preston. The
inhabitants depend chiefly upon a supply the source of
which is questionable."

THE REPORT OF THE OPIUM COMMISSION.
WE understand that the report of the Opium Commission will
notbe readyforpublicationbeforeChristmas. Weare informed
that the gist of the report, which will be unanimous, will not
be found to differ greatly, either in weight of evidence or in
the character of the conclusions (which are in favour of the
frequent usefulness, general harmlessness, and rarity of mis-
chief from the use of opium in India) from our own recently
republished reports on the use of opium in India, collected
from the replies of 120 leading Indian doctors and magi-
strates, to a detailed sschedule of questions issued by Mr.
Ernest Hart. As the cost of preparation of our report was
about £40, and that of the Commission at least £40,000, our
method of proceeding by schedules of detailed questions, to be
answered deliberately and in writing, has at least had the
advantage of economy, and if adopted as a preliminary
measure by the Government would probably have prevented
the issue of this costly roving Commission. It has the
further recommendations of compactness and promptitude,
for the whole business of preparing the schedules (under the
most varied and best advice), receiving and analysing the
answers, and publishing them, was carried through in three
months. They occupy only about 100 pages and are issued
at an infinitesimal price. Nevertheless, they will be found to
contain the pith of the matter and the required data, and we
are glad to find them accepted in quarters previously the
most moved by prejudice and one-sided statements, as
"conclusive against any State interference with the present
growth and use of opium in India." Not only would such
interference be highly dangerous and threatening in its
political and social results, but any substitutes such as alco-
hol, ganja, or haschish would be productive of incalculably
evil results without any corresponding benefits. The
"opium question" may in fact now, we are glad to find, be
considered dead-killed by the clear light of independent and
ubiquitous inquiry from skilled and disinterested witnesses.

THE BARRACK SCHOOL COMMISSION.
WE are informed that the reference by the President of the
Local Government Board to the Committee on Metropolitan
Poor-law Schools will be in the following terms: " To inquire
into the existing systems for the maintenance and education
of children under the charge of managers of district schools
and boards of guardians in the metropolis, and to advise as
to any changes that may be desirable."

THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE LOCAL
GOVERNMENT BOARD, 1892-93.1

[FIRsp NOTICE.]
THE annual report of the Medical Department of the Local
'Government Board is always to sanitarians a volume to be
hailed with satisfaction, and that for the year 1892-93 is cer-
tainly no exception to the rule. Rather it is a record with
which few of its predecessors can vie. The contents are very
varied, and are all of them interesting to the sanitary world.
The internal changes of the department were not a few, and
in addition the medical staff was enlarged to the extent of four
temporary inspectors, by reasoi of the possible advent of
cholera.
I London: Eyre and Spottlswoode; Edinburgh and Glasgow: Menzies

and Co.; Dublin: Hodges, Figgis and tCo. Price, 9s. 7d.

VACCINATION.
Dr. Thorne Thorne has to record a still growing disregard

for the vaccination laws, the percentage of default having
risen in unbroken sequence in the provinces from 4.3 in 1881
to 10.9 in 1890; and almost unbrokenly in London from 5.7 to
13.9. In each instance the default is more than once greater
than that of ten years ago. That the protracted sittings of
the Vaccination Commission have had much to do with this
deplorable state of things few can doubt.

LOCAL INQUIRIES.
These were of exceptional interest in 1892, having em-

braced the waterborne typhoid outbreaks at Rotherham and
King's Lynn, the typhus outbreak at Wigan, and the inquiry
called for by complaint of the Staffordshire County Council
as to inefficient sanitary administration in the Brownhills
urban district. Other local conferences and inspections as
well as conferences at Whitehall were numerous. A return
showing quarter by quarter the notified cases of infectious
disease in 81 towns, anid the registered deaths from the
diseases, is this year included, forming an entirely new
feature. We are glad to see this return, and hope that ere
long it will grow to be a complete summary for the whole
country, under universal compulsory notification.

CHOLERA IN EUROPE.
A very exhaustive report by Dr. Barry is incorporated in

the appendix, together with a large number of helpful
maps, and will serve as an official record of the origin
and progress of the Western diffusion of cholera in 1892.
Especially valuable are the notes and tables dealing with
the disease as it affected our own country, and the portion
treating of cholera in Germany. In this connection the
Hamburg-Altona outbreak is well worth study as an
instance of waterborne cholera attacking only the town
population who drank of unfiltered river water. J)r. Thorne's
summary of the report merits attention, since he has brought
the more elaborate history as told by Dr. Barry within the
compass of half a dozen pages. We may here state that Pro-
fessor R. Koch's paper on Water Filtration and Cholera finds
place. in a translated form, in the appendix to the report,
and since it deals at some length with the Hamburg-Altona
outbreak of 1892, the paper is of considerable value.

ENGLISH CHOtERA ADMINISTRATION AND QUARANTINE
PROPOSALS.

The activity of#the Medical Department is well illustrated
by Dr. Thorne's graphic account of the doings in the matter
of cholera suryey of port and other districts during the
summer of 1892. The mere list of sanitary districts visited is
a long one, and the points taken up on the visits paid are both
numerous and important in relation to the prevention of
cholera. If there be yet any sanitary authorities who have
a desire to see the old order of things as to quarantine
once more in force in our country. it is to be hoped that their
attention will be given to what Dr. Thorne has to say on the
subject. He very trenchantly places before his readers the
reasons which have led, and still lead, England to rely on her
sanitary defences in preference to attempting to eniforce a
system of quarantine. The utter hopelessness of trying toc
formulate a system which should not at its very outset call for
exemptions is well shown. And the weighty words which kir
John Simon uttered on the same subject thirty years ago are
reproduced with great effect, especially as they are as true to-
day as when they were penned. The advances made towards
an international law as to the treatment of cholera-infected
shipping are touched upon, and no one is more qualified to
speak on the matter than Dr. Thorne hims-elf, seeing it was
he who attended the Paris sittings in 1892, and again this
year.

MR. WALTER FRESHNEY, of the firm of Messrs. Freshney
Brothers, Chemists, Grimsby, died on August 23rd through
accidental poisoning. It appears he was about to dilute some
ether with water for the purpose of taking a draught, and
picked up an ammonia bottle in mistake, an errand boy
having put the bottle in the wrong place. The result was
that after swallowing a dose he was taken seriously ill, and
died.


